32         LEGEND OF THE BURMESE BUDDHA.

his demand, and said to him, 'Wretched Manh, my dis-
ciples, members of the assembly, either males or females,
the believers, either men or women, have not yet acquired
sufficient knowledge, prudence, and penetration, courage,
and resolution. They have not been as yet properly in-
structed in the most essential and highest articles of the
law ; they are unable to teach others: my religion is not
yet resting on a strong foundation. The time, therefore,
is not yet come for me to enter into the state4 of Neibban/
Now, near this very dzedi of Tsapala, he has come, anew
and told me the same thing. Do not trouble yourself,
miserable wretch, have I said to him; three months
hence, I will obtain the state of Neibban. On this occa-
sion I have fallen into the state in which I have mas-
tered the principles of life by the means of the four laws
of edeipat/"2

2 The particulars of the apparition
of the evil one, or the tempter, re-
lated by Buddha himself to the faith-
ful and amiable Ananda, show the
incessant efforts made by Manh to
render abortive, to a certain extent,
the benevolent mission undertaken
by Buddha to procure deliverance to
numberless beings, and supply others
with adequate means for entering
into, and steadily following, the way
that leads to it. He had been de-
feated in his endeavours to prevent
Phra from leaving the world and ob-
taining the Buddhaship. He had
been thwarted in his wicked designs
to weaken the effects of Buddha's
preachings. Heretics of all sorts had
been summoned to his standard, to
carry on a most active warfare against
his opponents, but he had failed in
all his attempts. Buddha had now
almost completed the great and bene-
ficial work he had undertaken : his
religious institutions, known over a
vast extent of territory, and zeal-
ously propagated by fervent and de-
voted disciples, seemed to be now

firmly established. The edifice, in-
deed, was raised, but it required the
action of a finishing hand; the key-
stone was yet wanting in the vault
to render it complete and durable.
Manh was aware of all that; hence
his last and wily effort for impeding
the finishing and perfecting of a work
he had vainly opposed in its begin-
ning and during its progress.

The line of distinction between the
members of the assembly and the
mass of those who merely believed in
the doctrines of Buddha, without
leaving the world, is plainly drawn
by Buddha himself; therefore, there
can be no doubt that, from the
origin of Buddhism, there existed a
marked difference between the body
of laymen and that of Rahans.
Again, the body of the perfect, or
those who formed what may emphati-
cally be termed the assembly, was
composed of men and women, living,
as a matter of course, separately, in a
state of continence, and subjected to
the disciplinary regulations which we
find embodied in the Wini. In Bur-